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PRESS RELEASE


Date: August 14, 2007
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:
 Marcia Smith Fleres, Executive Director

It promises to be an exciting and innovative school year in the West Windsor-Plainsboro Regional School District. With grant funding in excess of $10,000 from the West Windsor-Plainsboro Education Foundation, teachers will begin the 2007-2008 school year working on stimulating projects involving students in elementary grades through high school. “The West Windsor-Plainsboro Education Foundation is proud to be able to provide resources for creative, innovative projects that promote excellence in teaching and learning. We thank all the teachers, staff, and students who are willing to try a creative approach, to risk doing things a new way, and to challenge themselves and their students,” according to Marcia Smith Fleres, executive director. 

Bristol-Myers Squibb and Merrill Lynch are primary sponsors of the Foundation’s mini-grant program. The WW-P Education Foundation is supported entirely by donations from local corporations, businesses, organizations, and parents, including Faridy Veisz Fraytak, Parker McCay Attorneys At Law, WW-P Education Association, EJ Schuster Discount Office Supplies and McCaffrey’s. 
The West Windsor–Plainsboro Education Foundation, Inc. is a private, nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting the continued excellence of the West Windsor-Plainsboro Regional Schools.  Founded in 1995, the foundation has awarded over $170,000 in teacher and student mini-grants for more than 230 innovative programs in the schools.  For more information on the WW-P Education Foundation, visit www.wwpef.org or email info@wwpef.org.

The following grants have been awarded for the 2007-2008 school year: 
Math in the Middle: Math Lab Excursions (Sponsored by Merrill Lynch)

Faye Airey & Roberta Petti, Math Lab Teachers GMS & CMS

Community Middle School and Grover Middle School

Math in the Middle: Math Lab Excursions provides a variety of teaching aids including math games, puzzles, and interactive problem-solving activities to supplement the middle schools Math Lab program. These resources will be used as tools to help students gain greater skill proficiency and confidence in mathematics.

Using Technology To Further Student Presentations, Interactions, and Visualization (Sponsored by Bristol-Myers Squibb)

Brendan Field, and Karen Shannon, High School South

This grant will support an LCD projector to engage students in interactive activities; highlights will include student presentations of research and reports on modern physics phenomena.

Community Problem Solvers (CmPS) - Healthy Lifestyles (Sponsored by Merrill Lynch)

Holly Sassinsky, High School South

The Community Problem Solvers at High School South (FRESH) will work to raise awareness and educate students about healthy lifestyles through healthy eating and increased activity. FRESH will work with the Extended Day Programs in several schools in the district during the 2007-2008 school year.

Graphic Novels: Give them a Try! (Sponsored by Merrill Lynch)

Judy Staggard, and Karen Black, Community Middle School

This project will expose reluctant readers to the world of graphic novels. After students read a graphic novel, they will write letters to classmates, teachers, and administrators sharing the experience and encouraging others to try this genre of literature.

African American History Alive Theater Tour (Sponsored by Merrill Lynch)

Heidi Wachtin, Millstone River School

Through the creation and production of a touring play about an African American figure, students will enhance their performance skills and interpersonal and group dynamics, all while learning about an important time period in history.

Embracing Disabilities (Sponsored by Merrill Lynch)

Kathleen Cattley, Millstone River School

Embracing Disabilities is designed to demystify and educate about disabilities.  The National Alliance on Mental Illness will present “Breaking the Silence” to all Millstone River Grade 5 students. This program gives an overview of disabilities and details the different types of mental illness, symptoms and treatment through a child-centered approach.

Sowing the Seeds of Math and Science in a Community Garden (Sponsored by Bristol-Myers Squibb)

Judi Shilling, Judy Breitenbach, Christi Campbell, and Carley Fisher-Maltese, Dutch Neck Elementary School

The Dutch Neck Elementary School community garden will become an outdoor classroom and hands-on place to learn as students, teachers, and residents of the Dutch Neck community get involved in all aspects of plant and organism development and maintenance.
.


